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State College Area School District 
Office of Physical Plant 

Ed Poprik, Director 
 
To:  Board of School Directors 
  
From:  Ed Poprik 
 
RE:  High School Accessibility  Update 
 
Date:  February 6, 2020 
 
The finished High School campus is ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) 
compliant; however, based on a review of the finished project, the Board has 
expressed an interest in making the buildings and campus more accessible. 
  
While this effort will likely be an ongoing process, the first priority has been 
identified as the accessibility of the site itself as it relates to sidewalks, curb cuts, 
and ramps.  The district has worked with the design professionals to identify 
areas for potential improvements to travel paths.  Administration has 
subsequently met with a group of interested stakeholders from the High School 
to start assembling a priority list.  
  
During those discussions, an additional area of concern was raised regarding 
emergency egress from the building in certain areas.  These are located on the 
eastern side of the High School, in the area of the building that roughly fronts to 
O’Bryan Lane (facing the Weis Supermarket). Due to the relatively steep grades 
in this area, handicapped egress is accommodated through the use of ‘areas of 
rescue.’  The areas of rescue are points in the building where a handicapped 
individual would push a button in an emergency to alert emergency responders 
as to their location.  In order to reduce the reliance on these accommodations, 
the group worked with administration to identify several locations where physical 
improvements would aid in egress. 
  
Attached is a diagram that shows the priority locations for added curb cuts and 
egress improvements.  Currently, the recommendation includes 24 curb cuts and 
2 ramps.  Additionally, the plan identifies the improved circulation paths if these 
changes are made.  The red hatching shows the original (current) accessible 
paths.  The purple hatching shows the added paths that the proposed project 
would achieve.    
  
At this early phase of development, the schematic estimate for this project is 
$223,000.00.  The Physical Plant 5-year capital budget currently includes a 
$250,000.00 line item for the work.  Based on direction from the Board, the team 
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will begin to prepare bid documents, which would generate final bids for the 
Board to consider. 
  
During the meeting with the stakeholder group, other items were discussed for 
future consideration. 


